Minister, Joan, Your Excellency, 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you here at the Federation’s headquarters in North London. We have here the elected representatives of our community in the UK, all of whom have a keen interest in seeing Cyprus reunited. 

We see this meeting as part of a continuing dialogue, so I will take a few minutes just to set out our views on the latest developments.       

We meet during a period of significant change on the island, with the election of Demetris Christofias to the Presidency of the Republic and renewed optimism about the opportunity that this offers for the resumption of substantive negotiations to reunite the island. 

As British Cypriots we have always taken the view that the British government has a crucial role to play in relation to Cyprus.  
As you know our community was deeply disappointed following the partnership agreement signed between the UK and Turkey in October of last year. 
Of course, we recognise the strategic importance of Turkey to the UK – our main complaint is that the provisions of that agreement, as these relate to Cyprus, ignored entirely the fundamental nature of the problem. Our position is that the UK’s strategic relationship with Turkey must not be at the expense of the unity and independence of Cyprus which the UK has guaranteed! If anything, the UK’s standing with Turkey should be such as to enable it to exert greater influence on that country! 
At any rate, I hope we can now move on from the events of October of last year and that the UK will move quickly to re-establish good bilateral relations with Cyprus. I am, of course, encouraged by Gordon Brown’s invitation to the newly elected President in this regard.     

We want to be optimistic and we have no doubt that Demetris Christofias will do his utmost to bring about a just and lasting settlement in the interest of all of the island’s people. 
At the same time, we have no illusions about the obstacles that lie ahead. But one thing is certain as far as Britain’s role is concerned: as British citizens, we expect a much more positive approach from the UK government. We want you to pursue a policy on Cyprus based, above all, on principles not expediency. 
In practical terms, this means that Britain should use its influence with Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot leadership, to impress on them the need to implement the July 2006 agreement which provides a good basis for a meaningful dialogue to resume. It also means pressing the Turkish side to abandon its historically intransigent positions which are sustained, after all, by virtue of Turkey’s armed might on the island, and to work sincerely in order to bring about a bi-zonal, bi-communal federal solution based on the principles of international and European law, UN resolutions and the High Level Agreements.       
The majority of the Cypriot people will compromise and have already made significant concessions, but will not accept a plan which, in effect, legitimises virtually every consequence of the Turkish invasion and occupation. That is why banging on about the Annan plan and its rejection by the Greek Cypriots in the 2004 referendum, as the Turkish side seems determined to do at every opportunity, is, to say the least, disingenuous. 
Turkish positions that there are “two peoples and two states” on the island and that the new state in Cyprus must not be a continuation of the Republic of Cyprus are not helpful and, if not checked, will undermine efforts to bring about a mutually acceptable solution.    
The British Government must, therefore, take issue with the Turkish side on these matters. Prospects for a solution ultimately depend on Turkey’s willingness to remove its army of occupation from the north of the island and to allow the two communities to negotiate freely a comprehensive solution that puts the interests of the island first.

The Economist magazine rightly pointed out in a recent article that Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat is hampered by having to be guided by Ankara on big issues. We all need to heed this. The Cyprus problem cannot be reduced to one of an inter-communal dispute and nothing more; had it been purely that, it would have been resolved a long time ago; it remains, above all, a problem of invasion and occupation of the territory of a small and defenseless but also a proud island, by a country which has the largest army in NATO after the United States!            
I am not playing to the gallery when I emphasise this point -which is shared by virtually every Greek Cypriot I know; I stress it because we genuinely believe that this issue –Turkey’s anachronistic and arrogant ambitions to have a permanent presence on the island – lies at the heart of the Cyprus problem. 
We, therefore, urge the British government to support the new President of the Republic in his efforts to deliver a solution that will rid Cyprus of the Turkish army of occupation and of Turkish colonialism and truly reunite it for the benefit of all of the island’s legal inhabitants. 
It is a noble cause which, in my view, will serve not only the interests of the island but also peace and security in the region and ultimately the interests of Europe and Turkey. 
I will end with those optimistic words and will now invite the Minister to address us.       
