President’s Rally Speech in Trafalgar Square – 18th July 2010

36 years is too long for Cyprus to be divided. 

36 years is too long for Turkey to defy the rule of law in Cyprus.   

36 years is too long for Europe to allow this injustice to remain on its own soil.     

36 years is too long for Cypriots to be refugees in their own country. 

36 years is too long for people to be denied the truth about their loved ones – the Cypriot people still missing since Turkey’s army invaded the island. 

36 years is too long for Turkey to deny the Cypriot people, citizens of a united Europe, which it wants to join, their human rights. 

36 years is too long, but it is not too long for us to remember.
For, we have long memories,  

and today, we are here to remember, 

to remember those who gave their lives defending democracy, against the reckless fascist coup, that gave Turkey the perfect pretext to invade the island,   
to remember those who sacrificed their lives fighting for liberty against the invaders,  
to remember the endless tragedy of the innocent victims and the families of those still missing,  

to remember the towns and villages illegally occupied by the Turkish army, 

to remember Famagusta, Karpashia, Morphou, Kyrenia, Lapithos and Karavas,
to remember the deliberate desecration and destruction of churches and cemeteries in the areas occupied by the Turkish army.   

Mr Erdogan aspires to give lessons, indeed issue certificates, in good behaviour to Turkey’s neighbours, but he conveniently forgets that his country occupies the territory of the Republic of Cyprus against every principle of international law and contrary to numerous resolutions of the United Nations.   

Well, Mr Erdogan, you may forget but we remember. 
Oχι κύριε Ερδογαν, δεν θα ξεχάσουμε ποτέ και δεν θα αποδεχτούμε ποτέ τα τετελεσμένα της ωμής βίας και της παρανομίας της Τουρκίας στην Κύπρο!   
Mr Erdogan , hear and remember this: Cyprus belongs to the Cypriot people and it is the Cypriot people, not the Turkish army, who should and will decide its future. 

Statesmen are made by the courageous decisions that they make, not by words uttered to impress. 
And big powers are respected by virtue of the principles that they espouse and propagate, not by the fear that they instil in others through the naked use of force. 

So, we say to Turkey and its government today – you have a choice: abide by the rule of law, end the military occupation of the northern part of Cyprus, end now the continuing unjust division of the island which you maintain by force of arms , respect human rights and fundamental freedoms in Cyprus, and you can aspire to join the family of respectable and respected nations. 

Continue to occupy and suppress the Cypriot people and you will forever remain outside the mainstream and outside the European Union,  no matter how powerful and important you may be.         

Cyprus is a small island without the power and the resources at Turkey’s disposal but it will not be bullied. 
It has justice on its side. 

It relies on the dignity, the courage and the pride of the Cypriot people.  

It draws strength from the democratic values that we celebrate in this square today.

And we, Cypriots, wherever we may be,  have a dream that cannot be so easily extinguished by the passage of time.
The dream that has brought us all here today, the dream of a united, peaceful and independence Cyprus, in which all Cypriots can live together free and in harmony.  
But, in this troubled and unstable world, we also need principled and powerful friends on our side. 

As British citizens we look to and expect from the United Kingdom to fulfil its special responsibilities to Cyprus,
we expect the new British Prime Minister David Cameron whom we petitioned at 10 Downing Street today and the new Foreign Secretary William Hague 
to tell Turkey that it must change its tune on Cyprus, that it must, at long last, change course, if it wants to make further progress in Europe; 
for far too long, the United Kingdom has been Turkey’s champion within the European Union, 
while Turkey has failed to respond on Cyprus and this must change. 
Turkey’s unacceptable behaviour in Cyprus must not be rewarded; it must be punished if it is not corrected. The new British government has a unique opportunity to help bring this about – to make this vital and principled change to its approach to Turkey. 

My friends, we shall not rest 
for we owe it to those honoured dead, 
for we owe it to the missing, 
we owe it to the occupied towns and villages of Cyprus, the desecrated churches and cemeteries, 
we owe it to Cyprus, the land of our ancestors, to continue this honourable struggle, 
until the days dawns when Cyprus is free, single and united once again.   
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