Honourable Members of Parliament, my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the National Federation of Cypriots in the United Kingdom, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to our annual parliamentary reception and discussion on Cyprus which we have organised in association with Members of Parliament, friends of Cyprus, from whom you will hear later on.  

I would like to extend a particularly warm welcome to Joan Ryan, the British Government’s special representative on Cyprus, and, of course, to welcome all our other Parliamentary guests. 

I am also delighted to see among us tonight a good number of Turkish Cypriot friends whom I warmly welcome and whose presence here makes this very much a bi-communal event.      

We meet during a period of critical developments on the island, with the election of Demetris Christofias to the Presidency of the Republic having been quickly followed by three very important meetings between him and the leader of the Turkish Cypriot community, Mr Mehmet Ali Talat. 

These meetings and the establishment of working groups and technical committees, which have been set up to prepare the ground for direct substantive negotiations to reunite the island, have given rise to renewed optimism that a solution to the island’s  division may at long last be within our sights. 

Many of us have also been encouraged by the provisions of the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Prime Minister and President Christofias during the latter’s official visit to the UK last month. 

As British Cypriots we have always taken the view that the British Government has a crucial supporting role to play in relation to Cyprus: as a guarantor power, as a permanent member of the UN Security Council and, of course, as a key country and Cyprus’s partner within the European Union.    

We believe that the Memorandum of Understanding correctly sets out the context within which a solution to the Cyprus problem can be negotiated. We hope that the United Kingdom will remain focused on its own obligations and commitments as set out in that memorandum in the critical weeks and months which lie ahead. 

The division of Cyprus is a scar on the face of the island, an anachronism in the Europe of the 21st century, a tragedy for all of the island’s people that must not be allowed to continue. 

The Cypriot people, Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians and Latins, have a common destiny on this island which they have shared for centuries. This is a destiny that they should be allowed to shape for themselves. 

That the island’s communities long for a reunited country which will bring peace, freedom, security and greater prosperity for all is not in any doubt. Nor should the fact that the island’s reunification should be based on the UN Charter, international law and the principles upon which the European Union was founded be in dispute. 

Above all, the Cypriot people must be sovereign in their own house. 

The Turkish army of occupation in the north of the island must leave. Its illegal and oppressive presence lies at the heart of the Cyprus problem since the island’s invasion 34 years ago and hinders all efforts to reunite Cyprus and its people. 

Not only does it keep refugees out of their lands and properties in the north, it is, also, an illegitimate power on the island whose political, economic and psychological grip over Turkish Cypriot lives in the occupied areas is an anathema to the rule of law and all democratic norms.         

The Republic of Cyprus, now a full and equal member of the European Union, which we hope will evolve into a united, bi-zonal, bi-communal, Federal Republic, a state with a single sovereignty, international personality and a single citizenship, in which the human rights of all its citizens will be safeguarded, can have no room for armies of occupation, no place for foreign interference, no need for outdated systems of guarantees or rights of intervention by any other countries.       

Nor should Turkey be permitted to keep Cyprus and its people hostage pending the outcome of its own application to join the European Union or because of its own internal governance problems and challenges. 

The time for a comprehensive, durable and equitable settlement in Cyprus has come.   

It is time for all our friends in this Parliament to raise their voices against all those who seek to keep the island’s communities segregated and apart and to speak out in support of the unity and independence of Cyprus for the benefit of Cypriots and not of any other parties. 

Our cause is just, our determination to reach our final destination undiminished and our hope for a better future for Cyprus undimmed.      

This is a common struggle in which all Cypriots must join, wherever they may be, for the prize of a reunited Cyprus is too precious to forego and, once won, will be a prize for all Cypriots to enjoy.   

Thank you very much.   
Peter Droussiotis
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