Peter Droussiotis, Federation President, Speech in English at Trafalgar Square Rally – 20th July 2008 

Honourable Members of Parliament and the European Parliament 

Dear friends, 

34 years to this day, Turkey invaded Cyprus with overwhelming force by land, sea and air. 

5 days after a criminal gang of extremists, directed by the military junta then ruling Greece, staged a coup against the democratically elected President of the island.       

The coup failed after a few days, democracy in Greece was soon restored. 

The world has moved on.  

Greece became a member of the European Union as long ago as 1981. Cyprus joined the Union in 2004. 

But the results of that brutal invasion by the Turkish army remain unaltered to this day. Every consequence of Turkey’s aggression on the island is a lingering wound that has not healed with the passage of time. So: 
· The Republic of Cyprus, a full member of the European Union and the Commonwealth, remains divided by force, blighted by the Turkish army of occupation. 

· Turkey continues to occupy the northern part of the island with impunity in breach of the UN Charter, numerous United Nations resolutions and contrary to international and European Union law. 

· Hundreds of Cypriot people are still missing since Turkey’s invasion of the island and remain unaccounted for to this day with no justice for their relatives who want to know what happened to their loved ones.   

· The island’s cultural and religious heritage in the occupied areas is being actively desecrated.  

· More than two hundred thousand people are still refugees, unable to return to the homes and properties in the occupied area which the European Court of Human Rights has declared to be theirs by right.

· Turkey’s policy of colonisation continues unabated aimed at changing the demographic character of the island and complicating efforts to bring about the unity of the country in the interest of all Cypriots. 

34 years later, the division of Cyprus remains a tragic failure of leadership by the international community. The failure to hold Turkey to account for its naked use of force and its continuing disregard for the rule of law!  

These are the messages I have conveyed in the Federation’s petition handed to Prime Minister Gordon Brown today. 

Yes, we welcome the Memorandum of Understanding that he recently signed with President Christofias because it correctly sets out the key principles upon which a solution to the Cyprus problem can be negotiated. But words have to be followed up with action. 
President Christofias has demonstrated through his actions that he will do everything in his power to achieve a just, viable and lasting settlement which will restore the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and unity of the Republic of Cyprus. 
At this critical hour when the battle for justice in Cyprus is being waged, we, the Cypriots of the UK, stand by the President’s side and we call upon all of our political friends in this country to raise their voices loud and clear against all those who seek to keep the island’s communities segregated and apart and to speak out in support of the unity and independence of Cyprus for the benefit of Cypriots and not of any other parties. 

At this critical moment in the history of the island, where failure to deliver results could set the cause of reunification back by a generation, we call upon Her Majesty’s Government and our friends in the British and European Parliaments, to press Turkey to accept a solution that will be for the benefit of the people of Cyprus, a solution that will reunite the territory, the people, the institutions and the economy of the island in the framework of a bi-zonal, bi-communal, Federal Republic, a state with a single sovereignty, international personality and a single citizenship, in which the human rights of all its citizens will be restored and safeguarded. 

In this new united Cyprus, there will be no room for armies of occupation, no place for foreign interference, no need for outdated systems of guarantees or rights of intervention by foreign powers.      
Until that day dawns our pledge remains that we will continue to march and meet in this historic place inspired by the ideals of freedom, democracy, peace and justice for which so many have given their lives and which will always guide our actions.   
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