It is an honour and a privilege for me to be here at the opening ceremony of the Cyprus Wine Festival and Business Exhibition which this year has been made even more special by the presence amongst us of all our esteemed guests from the island, the Minister for Commerce, Industry and Tourism, Antonis Paschalides, the General Secretary of AKEL, Andros Kyprianou and the Mayor of Limassol, Andreas Christou, all of whom I welcome warmly, on behalf of the UK Cypriot Federation and our community in this country.  

This unique festival has become an annual celebration of Cyprus and of the UK Cypriot community and its many achievements, and I must pay tribute to Parikiaki for the leadership it has shown in creating this event, in the first place, and for sustaining it now for more than a quarter of a century. Congratulations to Parikiaki for this great achievement. 
This is by far the largest and most diverse event of our community in this country, dedicated to Cypriot culture and entrepreneurialism and I am delighted that it has been accorded the recognition that it deserves, by the presence here of so many dignitaries from Cyprus.  Thank you to all of you for being here with us. Your participation in this event certainly illustrates your love for our community in this country and your keen interest in its fortunes and that is highly appreciated by all of us.          

Personally, I feel joy and a sense of pride every time I visit this festival because, for me, it is highly symbolic of the vibrancy of our community in this country and of the strong, continuing links which exist between the large UK Cypriot diaspora and the beautiful island of our ancestors, which is forever in our hearts. 

In a more subtle way, the significance of this event lies also in the fact that it brings together Cypriots and Britons of all backgrounds and ethnic origins in an environment which celebrates our diversity but which also highlights the fundamental things that we have in common: our shared values – a sense of justice, tolerance of others, a love of freedom.         

So, Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots come together here in a spirit of solidarity and friendship that puts paid to the notion that these two communities are destined to be divided and sends yet another message that Cypriots, when able to exercise their free will, can and will build a common and independent Cypriot future for themselves and their island in a reunited country.  

So I say to you today my friends let this event be a celebration of Cypriot wine, culture and business success, an occasion for music and entertainment, but let it also become a festival that celebrates the values which unite all Cypriots in pursuit of a common vision for a united, peaceful and democratic country, a beacon of hope and progress within the European Union. That is the Cyprus that each Cypriot deserves; that is the Cyprus for which we know the President of Cyprus is fighting. We stand by his side in this vital struggle.      
Thank you very much. 
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