PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF EPISTEME ART EXHIBITION – THE HELLENIC CENTRE – 9th NOVEMBER 2007  

Your Excellency, High Commissioner for Cyprus, 
My Lord, 
Minister, 
Members of Parliament, 
Councillors,    

Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies & Gentlemen 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to the private view of this beautiful exhibition of paintings by Mary Plant, Renos Lavithis and Irene Lembesis. 
It is indeed an honour and a privilege that EPISTEME has had the opportunity to bring the works of these three artists together in the Great Hall of the Hellenic Centre which is the premier Hellenic venue in this country. 

Here we have an artistic collection of diverse works which are nevertheless inspired by a common heritage and an accumulation of similar island experiences in the Greek world. 
I am no Art expert but I hope that, like me, you will enjoy the diversity of colours and images as well as the sense of tranquillity and harmony that these paintings convey. 

I want to take the opportunity to pay tribute to Renos Lavithis, in particular, because this event would not have happened had it not been for his passion and determination which have been a source of inspiration to me and which, above all else, made this event possible.  

It was with a sense of duty that EPISTEME and I embraced Renos’s initiative and it is with a feeling of pride that we’ve organised this event because this exhibition is yet another vivid example of the Greek and Cypriot communities’ valuable and significant contribution to the cultural richness of this country and to the unique mosaic that is Britain today.  
This is a theme that I’m sure will resonate with my good friend David Lammy, Member of Parliament, Minister for Skills at the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills who is our guest of honour tonight. 
I am well aware of David’s deep appreciation of Britain’s diverse communities, as a representative of one of the most ethnically diverse constituencies in the country, but also of his significant contribution to the world of the Arts from his former position as Culture Minister and I am delighted that he is here to lend his support to our event. 
I will ask David formally to open the Exhibition in a few minutes but before I do so, I should, of course, tell you how proud I am to have with us tonight Charles Dupplin, Viscount Dupplin, Chairman of the Art Division, at specialist insurer Hiscox plc and also Stelio Stefanou OBE who are the main sponsors of our event. 

I know that Charles has a true passion for the Arts which he is fortunate to able to pursue daily in his work though I’m not sure whether he would go as far as to subscribe to the light- hearted insurance definition of Art which, apparently, is 
“…..something that an insurance client is more passionate about than his or her own spouse”!   His wife Clare is not with us tonight so I’m sure he will be able to tell us! 
At any rate, it is truly fitting that this event has been sponsored by Hiscox - a leader in the insurance of the arts world wide. 

I know that Stelio would probably not want me to say anything in relation to his sponsorship of the event but I hope he will forgive me if I say simply that it is a privilege for me to know him and to be able to appreciate his deep humanity and his humility and that, as a fellow British Cypriot as well as the elected leader of our community, I am proud of his immense achievements in this country. 
My thanks, therefore, go to all the sponsors, without whose generosity, this event would not have been possible.       

I would now like to ask Viscount Dupplin to say a few words on behalf of Hiscox and the other sponsors before I invite David Lammy to open the exhibition.  

Thank you. 
