18 July 2010

His Excellency Mr. Unal Cevikoz
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey in the United Kingdom
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey

43 Belgrave Square

London

SW1X 8PA

Your Excellency,

It is now 36 years since your country illegally invaded Cyprus, and began its unlawful and unjust military occupation of the northern part of the island. 

Throughout that time,  the Turkish army has continued to occupy the territory of the Republic of Cyprus in defiance of international law and in contravention of the UN Charter and UN Security Council resolutions. 

Rather than work constructively in support of a comprehensive settlement that will reunite the island and its people, Turkey has done everything in its power to keep the island permanently partitioned. Your country has not only created the so-called and universally unrecognised “Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus” which it sustains by force of arms; it has also orchestrated the colonisation of the area under the Turkish army’s occupation by people from Turkey, in a deliberate effort to change the demography of the island and further hamper efforts for a solution by Cypriots for Cypriots.    

Hundreds of Cypriots who went missing during Turkey’s military invasion in 1974 remain unaccounted for, and the island’s cultural and religious heritage in the occupied areas is being actively desecrated and defiled. 

More than two hundred thousand Cypriot people remain refugees, unable to return to the homes and properties which the European Court of Human Rights has declared to be theirs by right.
The Republic of Cyprus has been a full member of the European Union for more than six years  but Turkey refuses to recognise the Republic and continues to occupy and colonise its northern territory.  These actions cannot be reconciled with your country’s aspiration to join the European Union. Even more so, when Turkey persistently refuses to abide by the accession requirements laid down by the European Union.  
You will be aware that Turkey has failed to implement the Ankara Protocol by refusing to open its ports and airports to Cypriot traffic; it has also ignored its obligations under Turkey’s “Negotiating Framework” with the European Union which was adopted as long ago as 3rd October 2005 and which obliges your country to work for a solution in Cyprus based on EU principles and values. Turkey must come to understand and accept that a regard for human rights and adherence to the basic principles upon which the EU is founded are essential prerequisites to its accession to the European Union. Otherwise its position as a candidate country for membership of the European Union will remain untenable.

Turkey’s intransigent stance on Cyprus and its failure to shift on issues of substance have revealed that, despite verbal assurances, your country has so far lacked the will to do anything meaningful in order to support  a just and lasting solution that will bring about the true unity of Cyprus for the benefit of all Cypriots.    
The President of the Republic of Cyprus, Demetris Christofias, is approaching the current direct negotiations on the island with good will and determination, driven by one consideration above all others: the delivery of a solution that will serve the interests of all Cypriots and will allow the Cypriots themselves to be masters in their own country. Dr Eroglu’s historical stance on Cyprus and his recent utterances regarding a two state solution on the island give no ground for optimism that progress will be made, unless Turkey changes course.

Your country can take the practical steps necessary to help bring about a federal state with a single sovereignty, international personality and a single citizenship which are the agreed principles guiding the ongoing negotiations. Yet Turkey chooses not to act.

We call upon you and your country’s Government today, to act immediately in the interest of justice and to increase all efforts towards delivering a united, independent, bi-zonal, bi-communal Cyprus where the human rights of all Cypriots will be safeguarded. Only such an outcome will deliver freedom, peace and security to all of the island’s people. This is an outcome that would also bring significant strategic benefits to Turkey and Greece, the United Kingdom, the European Union and the entire region. 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis

President

