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Rt Hon David Cameron MP

Prime Minister 

10 Downing Street

London

SW1A 2AA

Today, 36 years after the Turkish army invaded the Republic of Cyprus, the UK Cypriot community and friends of Cyprus march through central London to protest at the continuing military occupation of the island’s  northern part and to call on Turkey to end the island’s unjust division.     
Your position as the United Kingdom’s new Prime Minister gives you a unique opportunity to take practical steps in order to influence the government of Turkey on the issue of Cyprus in a positive way and thus help bring about a comprehensive and lasting settlement in Cyprus. 

A united Cyprus, free from Turkey’s army of occupation, would bring freedom, peace and security to all of the island’s people and would restore the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all Cypriots as equal citizens  in their own country and within the European Union. These are the principles and values which the UK celebrates as a democracy but which Turkey seeks to deny to the Cypriot people.  

The British Government has a crucial supporting role to play in relation to Cyprus. Not only does Britain have historic responsibilities to Cyprus arising from its role as a Guarantor Power of the island’s independence and territorial integrity, it is also a critically influential country both as a permanent member of the UN Security Council and also as a powerful country and Cyprus’s partner within the European Union. The United Kingdom enjoys close and strategic relations with Turkey, and your Government is uniquely placed to apply real pressure on Turkey, a country that seeks to join the European Union, so that the latter takes the practical steps necessary to help bring about the true unity of Cyprus. 

Britain must use its influence over Turkey to ensure that the latter works genuinely for a just and lasting settlement. Turkey must no longer block progress and that message must get through to Ankara. 
Reunification cannot be achieved unless Turkey, whose troops continue to occupy the northern part of Cyprus, changes its stance. For far too long, Turkey has stood in the way of justice and has adopted positions which are inconsistent with a free, truly reunited and independent Cyprus. Turkey must now grasp the unique opportunity presented by the current climate of direct talks on the island and support with deeds a solution for Cyprus freely negotiated by Cypriots for Cypriots. 

Two years ago, your predecessor as Prime Minister signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Cyprus President Christofias, clearly setting out the basis upon which a solution in Cyprus needs to be negotiated and agreed by the two sides. You will recall that this calls for a Cypriot state with a single sovereignty, international personality and a single citizenship. The election of the new Parliament in the United Kingdom and the emergence of the new coalition government under your leadership provide an opportunity for that memorandum to be revisited and for its key provisions to be implemented with greater vigour by the new government. We believe that the United Kingdom must back up the words contained in the memorandum with specific deeds and must reiterate clearly the need for Turkey to work actively for the island’s reunification based on the principles enunciated in the Memorandum of Understanding.  
We, therefore, urge you to ensure that your Government remains focused on the UK’s obligations and commitment in relation to Cyprus. Your continued personal involvement, and that of your government, will be crucial to progress provided that the United Kingdom uses its position of influence with Turkey in order to persuade that country to become constructively engaged in the process of reunification.

This afternoon in Trafalgar Square where our march will end, British Cypriots and politicians will rally to demand justice for Cyprus. We ask you, on behalf of the hundreds of thousands of Cypriot electors in the UK, to commit your administration and your Foreign Office officials to a principled approach that recognises and fulfils the UK’s responsibilities in relation to Cyprus. 
We further ask that you ensure that Turkey understands that its political and economic importance does not give it the right to seek to hold Cyprus and the Cypriot people hostage to its own geo-strategic interests; and we also ask you to impress upon Turkey  that its continuing bad behaviour in relation to Cyprus will be punished if it is not corrected.  

We wish to remind you that after 36 years:

· A significant area of Cyprus, an EU and Commonwealth member, remains divided and illegally occupied by Turkish troops 

· Turkey’s military occupation continues in breach of numerous UN Security Council resolutions, the UN Charter and international and EU law

· Turkey continues to impede progress towards a negotiated just and viable solution

· While Turkish Cypriots are offered and enjoy the benefits of the Republic’s citizenship in the same  way as all other Cypriots, they remain an oppressed minority in their own country, because of Turkey’s military occupation and the orchestrated influx of Turkish nationals who are now in the majority in the occupied areas

· Hundreds of Cypriots who went missing during Turkey’s military invasion in 1974 remain unaccounted for, while Turkey steadfastly refuses to abide by the rulings of the European Court of Human Rights calling for such cases to be investigated by the Turkish state

· The desecration of the island’s cultural and religious heritage actively continues in the occupied area

· More than two hundred thousand Cypriot people remain refugees, unable to return to the homes and properties which the European Court of Human Rights has declared to be theirs by right

· In order to thwart a solution, Turkey continues to colonise the occupied area as part of a deliberate policy to change the demographic character of the island. 

British Cypriots today call upon you to act in the interest of justice and to increase the UK’s efforts towards delivering a united, independent, bi-zonal, bi-communal, federal Cyprus, a state with a single sovereignty, a single citizenship and a single international personality, where the human rights of all Cypriots will be safeguarded.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis

President

