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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERATION, 
MR PETER DROUSSIOTIS
ON THE OCCASION OF THE DINNER TO CELEBRATE THE 75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE GREEK CYPRIOT BROTHERHOOD
On behalf of the National Federation of Cypriots in the United Kingdom and our community in this country, I offer my warmest congratulations to the Greek Cypriot Brotherhood and its leadership on the occasion of the organization’s 75th anniversary. 

This historic organization has been at the heart of our community’s development in this country for several generations now. From the days when the Brotherhood performed mainly a humanitarian service for the benefit of the first Cypriot immigrants who arrived in the UK, to the leading role it has played and continues to play in our community’s struggles for a free and reunited Cyprus, this organization has been continuously at the forefront of Greek Cypriot community life in the United Kingdom since it was founded in 1934.  

A respected and widely known organization in this country, the Brotherhood’s many achievements would not have been possible had it not been for the selfless dedication of its founder and of the many UK Cypriot volunteers who have followed in his footsteps. 

Since my election to the Presidency of the National Federation of Cypriots in the United Kingdom in 2007, of which the Brotherhood is a key member organization, I have had the privilege to work closely with Harry Sophoclides, the organization’s long-serving President, and members of its committee. I would like to pay tribute to Harry and all of the other key people associated with the Brotherhood’s work for the leadership they have shown in conducting the affairs of the organization and establishing it as one of the most influential Cypriot community groups in the United Kingdom. 

Over the last seventy five years, the Brotherhood has sought to serve and promote the interests of our community in this country and it has done so with notable successes. In the last 35 years, the organization has also been an effective champion of the cause of Cyprus which unfortunately remains divided ever since the island’s invasion and subsequent occupation of its northern part by the Turkish army in 1974. The Brotherhood’s many campaigns aimed at the reunification of Cyprus and its people, the withdrawal of the Turkish occupation troops and the restoration of human rights throughout the island, have marked it out as a vocal and articulate advocate and ambassador for Cyprus and the Cypriot people in the United Kingdom and beyond.   

The “Greek Cypriot Brotherhood” has also been pivotal in establishing and demonstrating the presence of the Greek Cypriot community in the United Kingdom as a culturally, socially and economically vibrant part of British society. I have no doubt that the Brotherhood will continue to play a vital role in the affairs of our community in this county for many years to come. I congratulate the organization for its many achievements in the past and wish it even greater successes in the future.    
Peter Droussiotis

President                                                                                                                          25th November 2009     

