19 July 2009

His Excellency Mr Mehmet Yigit Alpogan

Embassy of the Republic of Turkey

43 Belgrave Square

London

SW1X 8PA

Your Excellency,

Tomorrow will mark the 35th anniversary of your country’s illegal invasion of Cyprus, and the start of Turkey’s unlawful and unjust military occupation of the northern part of the island. 

For the last 35 years, your country has continued to occupy the territory of the Republic of Cyprus with impunity, and has created and sustains there an illegal regime which no one other than Turkey recognises, in contravention of the UN Charter, UN Security Council resolutions and international law.  

During this period, the Turkish state has implemented a policy of colonisation in the area under the Turkish army’s occupation in order to change the demography of the island and complicate efforts to reunite Cyprus and its people.   

Turkish Cypriots have become an oppressed minority in their own country, not as a result of any actions or omissions by the Republic of Cyprus, whose government offers the benefits of the Republic’s citizenship to all of the island’s legal inhabitants, but because of Turkey’s military occupation and the orchestrated influx of Turkish nationals from Asia Minor who are now in the majority in the occupied areas.

Hundreds of Cypriots who went missing during Turkey’s military invasion in 1974 remain unaccounted for, while your country  steadfastly refuses to abide by the rulings of the European Court of Human Rights calling for such cases to be investigated by the Turkish state.       

The island’s cultural and religious heritage in the occupied areas is being actively desecrated and defiled.

More than two hundred thousand Cypriot people remain refugees, unable to return to the homes and properties which the European Court of Human Rights has declared to be theirs by right.

The Republic of Cyprus has been a full member of the European Union since 1st May 2004 but Turkey’s occupation and colonisation of the northern part of the island continue. What is more, Turkey, which aspires to join the European Union, persistently refuses to recognise the Republic of Cyprus, a member state of that Union. There lies the paradox of Turkey’s position which is not tenable.  

As you know, Turkey has so far failed to implement the Ankara Protocol which calls for the recognition of the Republic of Cyprus and the opening of Turkey’s ports and airports to Cypriot traffic. 

You will also be aware that your government has similarly made no progress at all in relation to the obligations it has assumed under Turkey’s “Negotiating Framework” with the European Union which was adopted as long ago as 3rd October 2005. According to paragraph 6 of that Framework: “...The advancement of the negotiations will be guided by Turkey's progress in preparing for accession, within a framework of economic and social convergence and with reference to the Commission's reports in paragraph 4. This progress will be measured in particular against the following requirements... Turkey's continued support for efforts to achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem within the UN framework and in line with the principles on which the Union is founded, including steps to contribute to a favourable climate for a comprehensive settlement, and progress in the normalisation of bilateral relations between Turkey and all EU Member States, including the Republic of Cyprus...”. 

Now is the time for Turkey to change its intransigent stance on Cyprus and to respond with deeds to the positive climate created by the direct negotiations taking place on the island. 
Turkey needs to understand and accept that regard for human rights and adherence to the basic principles upon which the EU is founded are essential prerequisites to its accession to the European Union. 
Failure by Turkey to act now will derail its EU entry negotiations and damage even further your country’s chances of gaining full membership of the European Union.  

President of the Republic of Cyprus, Demetris Christofias, is approaching the current negotiations with the Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr Talat, with good will and determination, driven by one consideration above all others: the delivery of a solution that will serve the interests of all Cypriots and will allow the Cypriots themselves to be masters in their own country. 

Your country has the power and the opportunity to take the practical steps necessary to help bring about the true unity of the island: a federal state with a single sovereignty, international personality and a single citizenship which are the agreed principles guiding the ongoing negotiations.       
We, therefore, call upon you and your country’s Government, at this critical time, to start, without delay, to act in the interest of justice and to increase all efforts towards delivering a united, independent, bi-zonal, bi-communal Cyprus where the human rights of all Cypriots will be safeguarded.

This noble outcome will bring freedom, peace and security to all of the island’s people but will also deliver significant strategic benefits to  Turkey and Greece, the United Kingdom, the European Union and the entire region. 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis

President

