New Cyprus leader offers hope for a solution provided Turkey responds positively
 
The election of Demetris Christofias to the presidency of the Republic of Cyprus provides a new opportunity for the resumption of substantive negotiations on the reunification of the divided island. President Christofias has a long history of dialogue and co-operation with Turkish Cypriots rooted in his belief that the island can be a common and peaceful homeland for all Cypriots. I believe that he will do his utmost to bring about a just and lasting settlement in the interest of all of the island’s people.  
However, the United Kingdom, as a guarantor power of the independence and territorial integrity of the island, as well as Cyprus’s other EU partners, must understand that prospects for a solution ultimately depend on Turkey’s willingness to remove its army of occupation from the north of the island and to allow the two communities to negotiate freely a comprehensive solution that puts the interests of the island first. 
Cyprus can become a centre of progress and a beacon of hope in the eastern Mediterranean provided Turkey and, in particular, its military give up their anachronistic and arrogant ambitions for a permanent presence on the island. A foresighted policy on Cyprus by Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his government will also open up Turkey’s road to Europe which is one of the UK’s strategic foreign policy objectives.    
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