20th July 2008

His Excellency Mr Mehmet Yigit Alpogan
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey

43 Belgrave Square

London

SW1X 8PA

Your Excellency,
Thirty-four years after the illegal and catastrophic invasion of Cyprus by the Turkish army, the unjust and illegal occupation of a large part of the island’s territory continues, in breach of the United Nations Charter, numerous United Nations resolutions and contrary to international and European law.  
Although recent months have seen a surge of optimism regarding movement towards a potential resolution to the division of Cyprus, the harsh reality is that the hitherto negative stance of your Government remains as the overwhelming impediment to the negotiation of a comprehensive, equitable and durable settlement and the principal threat to the fragile hopes of all Cypriots that their island can, at long last, be reunited. 
The realisation of our vision for a truly independent and reunited island, free from military occupation, will require a monumental political effort. We are hopeful that the three important meetings held in recent months between President of the Republic, Mr Demetris Christofias, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr Mehmet Ali Talat, and the work of the working groups and technical committees, which have been set up under their guidance, will prepare the ground for direct, substantive negotiations to reunite the island and its people.  

We have no doubt, however, that for this to happen, Turkey must adopt a radically different approach to Cyprus and must demonstrate its willingness to match the good will and determination of President Christofias to work for a comprehensive, equitable and durable settlement in the interest of Cypriots and not of any other parties.     
The outrageously large Turkish military presence in the occupied area of the island, coupled with the continued colonisation by mainland Turks as a deliberate policy to further complicate attempts to reach a just and lasting solution, are reason enough for Turkey’s EU accession negotiations to be halted. 
Until such time as Turkey displays a sustained regard for human rights and international law and adherence to the basic principles upon which the European Union is founded, its membership of that Union should remain an unfulfilled aspiration.
The impetus now exists for substantive and constructive talks to take place which can lead to tangible progress towards a solution and the long hoped for reunification of Cyprus for the benefit of all Cypriots. 
President Christofias has demonstrated through his actions that he will do everything in his power to achieve a just, viable and lasting settlement which will restore the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity and unity of the Republic of Cyprus.  
At this critical moment for the future of the island, it is time for Turkey to change its hitherto unacceptable policies on Cyprus and to respond positively and decisively to current efforts to reunite the island and its people. We, therefore, call upon you and your country’s Government to act in the interest of justice and to increase all efforts towards delivering a united, independent, bi-zonal, bi-communal, federal Cyprus where the human rights of all Cypriots will be restored and safeguarded.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis

President

