Y.E. Acting High Commissioner for Cyprus, 

Minister,  

Honourable Members of Parliament and the European Parliament,  

Representatives of Cypriot political parties,  

Councillors, 
Distinguished guests,   
Ladies and gentlemen,  

This is the second year in succession that I have had the privilege to address the Parikiaki Wine Festival and Business Exhibition from my position as President of the National Federation of Cypriots in the United Kingdom.

As the elected leader of our community in this country, I would like to take this opportunity to salute, once again, Parikiaki’s initiative to organise this annual event, which does so much to raise the profile and visibility of the Cypriot community in Britain today, and to highlight the positive contribution of UK Cypriots to the social, cultural and economic development of this country. 

Now a real highlight in our community’s calendar in the United Kingdom, this festival is not only a practical manifestation of the success and vibrancy of our community in this county, it is also a celebration of the unique blend of the history, art and culture of our beautiful island of Cyprus and of the pioneering and entrepreneurial instincts of its people. 

It is also a unique event which allows us, the Cypriots of the diaspora, in whose hearts and minds there is always a little piece of Cyprus, both to renew our ties with the island and, even more importantly, to restate our commitment to its struggle for freedom and justice. For, though we may live thousands of miles away from the island, our vision of a reunited Cyprus in which all of its children, Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Armenians, Maronites and Latins, can live in peace and harmony together, remains as vivid and our determination to contribute to its realisation as strong as ever. 

I want to conclude by extending a very warm welcome, on behalf of the Federation, to all of our esteemed guests from Cyprus and, in particular, to the Minister for Commerce, Industry and Tourism, Mr Antonis Paschalides and to our good friend Yiannakis Kolokassides from the political office of AKEL, whose presence here lends even greater weight to this event and is appreciated by all of us.               

On behalf of the Federation and on the 25th anniversary of the establishment of this festival, I also want to extend my warmest congratulations to the organisers and sponsors of the event, which is unique in the capital, and which I hope will continue for many more years to come, to pay tribute to Parikiaki for its long service to the community and finally to wish all of you and your families an enjoyable experience during your visit here.

Thank you very much. 
Peter Droussiotis

Alexandra Palace 
28th June 2008 
