H.E. The Ambassador of Turkey 

Mr Mehmet Yigit Alpogan  
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
43 Belgrave Square

London

SW1X 8PA
15th November 2008
Your Excellency,  
On the 25th anniversary of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence by the occupying regime in northern Cyprus and on behalf of the Cypriot community of the UK, we hereby petition your government - at a time when direct, fully fledged negotiations are taking place between the leaders of the two communities on the island, to take active and immediate steps in order to support a comprehensive settlement which will reunite Cyprus and restore the human rights and freedoms of all Cypriots in a bi-zonal, bi-communal, federal state with a single sovereignty, international personality and a single citizenship. 
It is truly shameful and an indelible stain on your country’s record internationally that more than thirty four years after the Turkish army’s invasion of the island and twenty five years after the establishment of the self proclaimed “TRNC” in the occupied northern part of Cyprus, a regime which no country in the world other than Turkey recognises, your government‘s intransigence over Cyprus remains, reflected in Ankara’s continuing breach of international law and numerous UN resolutions.  

Not only has your government refused to withdraw its army from the island, but it has also transferred tens of thousands of Turkish mainlanders to the occupied areas as part of a deliberate policy to change the demography of the island and further complicate efforts to negotiate a just and lasting settlement that the rest of the world seeks. What is more, properties stolen from refugees who were forcibly expelled from their towns and villages in the north by the Turkish army in 1974 are being actively exploited for economic gain whilst their true owners are denied their rightful homes.   

This is a denial of justice to innocent people on a grand scale and lays bare Turkey’s claim to be a modern and democratic state eligible to join the European Union.  
Thus, Turkey seeks membership of the European Union but flouts the basic principles upon which the EU was founded and subject to which it functions. Your country’s ambition to join the European Union cannot be realised unless and until Ankara observes international law and conforms to the European norms and basic standards expected of all EU member states and all candidate countries for membership of the Union.     
Turkey’s adherence to the principles upon which the European Union is based means nothing less than the recognition of the Republic of Cyprus by Turkey in all respects, the withdrawal of Turkish occupying troops from the north of the island, the cessation of the programme of desecration of the cultural and religious heritage of the island which has been unleashed and has continued unabated in the occupied areas since 1974, an end to the exploitation of stolen properties, the opening of Turkey’s ports and air space to Cypriot craft and Ankara’s constructive role in the current process of negotiations so that a just and lasting settlement can finally be reached which will serve, above all else, the interests of all Cypriots, Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians, Latins and all of the other legal inhabitants of the island.   

Turkey’s hitherto intransigent policies are in stark contrast to the unilateral measures adopted by the government of the Republic of Cyprus which are designed to improve the climate on the island and to protect the rights and privileges of all Cypriot citizens. Now is the time for your country to respond positively so that a solution by Cypriots for Cypriots can be freely negotiated.   

UK Cypriots overwhelmingly believe that a reunited, independent, bi-communal, federal Cyprus, where the human rights of all Cypriots are safeguarded, is the only just and bright future for the island. The accomplishment of this honourable objective would not only deliver justice, freedom and prosperity to all Cypriots, it would also benefit Turkey itself and contribute to the peace and security of the entire region.      
We, therefore, request you to make representations to your Government demanding recognition of the Republic of Cyprus, due regard to the Ankara Protocol of the European Union, respect for the numerous UN Resolutions on Cyprus, and conformity with international law, global opinion on Cyprus and the principles of basic human rights. 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis
President
