Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP

10 Downing Street

London

SW1A 2AA

1st November 2007 

Dear Prime Minister,

The National Federation of Cypriots in the United Kingdom, representing 300,000  Cypriots in this country, hereby petitions you to consider carefully the implications of your Government’s recent Strategic Partnership Agreement with Turkey as this relates to Cyprus. 

Strategic factors in the region surrounding Iraq appear to be unduly compromising the UK’s long-standing and principled commitment to justice and international law. 

More than 40,000 Turkish troops have occupied a significant part of the territory of the Republic of Cyprus since the island was invaded by Turkey over thirty three years ago. Such a breach of international law should be reason enough for the United Kingdom, a guarantor power of the independence, territorial integrity and security of the Republic of Cyprus, to press Turkey for an end to its intransigence, in the search for an equitable and lasting settlement that will benefit all Cypriots. 
On the contrary, your government is spurning the opportunities linked to Turkey’s EU accession negotiations and, instead of applying pressure on Turkey, is bending over backwards to accommodate that country’s unacceptable policies on Cyprus which are designed to entrench and make permanent the division of the island.  

The agreement that you and Prime Minster Erdogan signed last week entirely ignores the fundamental nature of the problem of Cyprus which stems directly from Turkey’s invasion in 1974 and its ethnic cleansing 
of more than 200,000 Greek Cypriot refugees from their homes in the occupied northern part of the island. It expressly advocates the promotion of “direct commercial, economic, political and cultural contacts between the UK, the EU and the Turkish Cypriots” and the maintenance of “high level contacts with the Turkish Cypriot authorities”. 

This approach wholly undermines the on-going, positive, unilateral efforts of the Republic of Cyprus to promote a negotiated settlement and the reunification of the island. Simultaneously, it encourages Turkey’s efforts to legitimise the consequences of its invasion and continuing occupation and to upgrade the illegal regime, which it sustains in the occupied territories, with a view to its eventual recognition. 

The emphasis on ending the so-called ‘isolation of the Turkish Cypriots’ totally ignores important facts on the ground:

· Turkish Cypriots as citizens of the Republic of Cyprus, already have identity cards and passports issued by the Republic (i.e. EU passports) and are free to travel and settle anywhere in the free areas of the Republic and the rest of the European Union and to travel freely anywhere in the world in common with other EU citizens. 

· Close to 10,000 Turkish Cypriots with or without passports cross the Green Line for work in the free areas of the Republic every day and are able to earn salaries at levels enjoyed by other citizens of the Republic in the south. This is a significant number bearing in mind the total number of Turkish Cypriots living in the occupied areas which is estimated at no more than 85,000 people. The income earned by Turkish Cypriots employed in the south has been a very significant contributor to the economic recovery of the occupied areas which has also been aided by the illegal development and sale of Greek owned property in those areas.  

· Turkish Cypriots enjoy and thousands of them claim all of the social and economic rights and benefits available to all Citizens of the Republic, including free state health care, social welfare services and facilities, national insurance, state documentation and the provision of education. 

· Turkish Cypriots have unhindered access to the Republic’s airports in Larnaca and Paphos and to its ports in Limassol and Larnaca. Cyprus is an island 140 miles East to West and 56 miles North to South. A glance at the map of the island will illustrate the close proximity of Turkish Cypriots living in the occupied north to the island’s legitimate airports and ports. Many Britons travel much longer distances to get to their nearest international airports in the UK than would Turkish Cypriots from their homes in the north to Larnaca airport for example.       

The Strategic Partnership Agreement, therefore, only promotes the interests of the estimated 160,000 of illegal settlers who have been transported from mainland Turkey to Cyprus by Turkey, in violation of the Geneva Conventions, in a deliberate effort to colonise the occupied areas and change the demographic character of the island. These illegal colonists are occupying homes and properties stolen by force of arms from Greek Cypriots who remain refugees thirty three years after their violent expulsion from their villages and towns. The Agreement represents a move towards assisting the reclassification of the illegal settlers as Turkish Cypriots which marks a grave and potentially ruinous shift in HMG’s policy on Cyprus. 

This shift in British policy is further illustrated by the careless way in which the Agreement disregards the principles of agreed UN resolutions which clearly preclude the recognition of the self-proclaimed “Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus” which is no more than a creation of Turkey’s illegal invasion and occupation. Despite protestations to the contrary, reference to the illegal entity by that name in an official Government document amounts to its de facto recognition and is in breach not only of UN resolutions but also of the principles of the Treaty of Establishment and Guarantee which HMG executed in 1960. If HMG wishes to disavow its obligations and responsibilities under that Treaty then it should consider the effect of such a unilateral abrogation on the rights which it acquired and has exercised in relation to its sovereign bases in Cyprus pursuant to that Treaty. 

There is no doubt that this Agreement undermines the good relations which should exist between the Republic of Cyprus and the United Kingdom, two countries with historic links and a multitude of common interests reflected in their mutual membership of the Commonwealth and in their respective capacities as partners within the European Union.  

Turkeys’ EU accession negotiations represent a unique opportunity for the United Kingdom to use its diplomatic muscle within the United Nations, the European Union and NATO, in order to persuade Turkey to act with principle and in line with international law in relation to Cyprus and to bring to an end thirty three years of human rights abuses and suffering in this unjustly divided island. 

On behalf of the large Cypriot community of Great Britain, I hereby urge you to reiterate the UK’s commitment to the rule of international law in relation to Cyprus; state unequivocally that the UK’s objective is to work for a reunited island free from the Turkish army of occupation under UN auspices; make clear HMG’s commitment to its obligations under the Treaty of Guarantee in its entirety; issue a full policy statement condemning and calling for an end to the occupation of the north of Cyprus by the Turkish army; reiterate HMG’s commitment and adherence to the numerous UN Security Council Resolutions regarding Cyprus; reaffirm HMG’s support for the UN process laid down by the 8th of July 2006 agreement reached between President Papadopoulos and Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat. A simple statement that the UK will not recognise the so called “TRNC” is beginning to sound increasingly empty in view of this development.  

As British citizens, we deserve to be given explanations for the failure of your government to honour these commitments and obligations to Cyprus. It would be very unfortunate if the UK was led into a policy of political expediency that fully disregards vital interests of a traditional friend in order to satisfy the unreasonable demands of another.         

I have requested a meeting with you so that my colleagues and I can discuss the above issues with you at the earliest opportunity. 

I hope that you will be able to accede to my request so that we can be given an opportunity to develop a dialogue with you on this vitally important issue which affects not only the island of Cyprus but the peace and security of the Eastern Mediterranean. 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis

President

�This was one long sentence, so I split it in two.


�I am all for going strong on the letter but is this justifiable in the terms of the common usage of this phrase?


�Again, this sentence was too long, so is now split.





